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"as well as mine, was by far too ſcvere I condemn myſelf moſt 


* heartily, and aſk pardon for it; as, I believe he would do, was 
he now alive.“ 


„ x... 


* No, Sir, my Miſtakes have been too many, and my Blunders 
too frequent, to make me ſet up for Infallibility. I came ſoon 


into the world; I have carried high Sail, whilſt running through . 

a whole Torrent of Popularity and Conterapt, and by this means 1. 

haye ſometimes been in danger of overſetting.“ | 4 
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LC ET TEAM 
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Reverend Mr. R. HOUSMAN, &ec. 


Rev. SIR, 


REAT is the company of the Preachers! All 

good men will pray for a blefling on every Mi- 

niſter of Chriſt and his labours, who preaches 
the Goſpel of Peace : I have no doubt but you will 
join in that pious wiſh, bur, if I underſtand the deſign 
of your late printed Sermon and the Preface, you more 
than inſinuate, that the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land, do not preach the Goſpel, but ſuch a Syſtem of 
Morals as might be expected from an heathen who 
had never heard of Chriſtianity. A reflection ſo ſevere, 
and againſt ſo great a body of men, as are the Clergy 
of the eſtabliſhed Church, ought to be ſupported by 


much better proofs, than the bare affirmation of a 
young man. 


You do not pretend, it is true, to cloſe reaſoning in 
your Sermon, but when you charge your brethren with 
the crime of not preaching. the Goſpel as it is in our 


Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy, which they promiſed 


to do at their Ordination: when you al ſo affirm that 
the fins of the people may be juſtly charged to their 
manner of moral preaching, you ſay more than ought 
even to be infinuated by any man, without better rea- 
loning and ſtronger proofs, than are to be found in 
either your Sermon or Pretace, 
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You ſhould not need to be told, that to ſpeak evil 
of your Brethren in the miniſtry, is 7 ape the Devil, 
and that in proportion to the credit given to your accu- 
ſations, againſt the Clergy, ſo much is taken from their: 
power of doing . by their labours in the Church. 


There never was a time, in which good men had 
not juſt cauſe to complain of the ſins of the generality 
ol the people,----the complainc may be juſtly made 
now, but whether the morals of the preſent day, are 
ſo much worſe, as you would intimate, than they were 
from the Reformation to the reign of CHARLES II. 
may be as much a queſtion, and as far from truth, as 
it is, that our preſent depravity is ſolely ding to the 
different manner of preaching now, and at the time 
before the Reſtoration. I know that Bp. Buveripcs, 
and Archbiſhop Wars, with others allign a very 
different cauſe for the great ignorance and wickenels 
of the people in their days; and as you allow 
that ſound Doctrine was gencrally preached in moſt 
of the pariſh Churches from the Reformation to the 
Reſtoration, if you will carefully read the hiſtory of the 
reigns of ELIZABETH, JaMis and ChARLEs the firſt, 


you will find abundant cauſe to change your opinion, . 


eſpecially as you will find that thoſe who made the 
greateſt boaſt of your opinions of Faith, Juſtification, 
&c. complained, as much as you do, againſt the 1gno- 
rance and immorality of the men of their times. 


In 3 vear 1780, there was 5 young man, 
(but of no college, nor member of the eſtabliſhed 
— } who. preſcnted a ſmall Tract to the Inbavitants 

Laucaf er, called the Good old way, or the Religion of 
our Forejatkers, as exprejjed in the Articles, Liturgy and 


Homilies, 


1 


Homilies, of the Church of England. Although he was. 


a ſtranger in Lancaſter, employed to be a Teacher to 
an Independent Congregation, of the Calviniſtical prin- 
ciples, yet he could not refrain from that old method- 
iſtical practice of addreſſing the members of the eſtah- 
liſhed church, as if they belonged to his care, and 
inſtructing them juſt in the ſame way as you have done, 


from our Article IX. of the juſtification of Man, Arti- 
de XI. of good works Article XII. “ Beſeeching them 


: with the tendereſt concern for their eternal welfare--- 
. by all that is dear, ſacred and important--deeply to con- 
8 4 ſider the truths he had preſented them with- They 
C could not be denied without denying the Scriptures, 


„ W* of England. It was of the utmoſt importance, that 
( they ſhould underſtand and believe them. Their 


is W* calvation depended on it. It matters not, that theſe 

. doftrines zwere now become unfaſhionable, that few 

. preached them that the profeſſion of them was branded 

he N with odious names. They were the truths of JEHo— 

ne „ van. Heaven and Earth may pals away, but they 

lt, N never will.“ 

on, 

inc Here you may ſee Mr. BunpER had gone before 

on, ou, and allo with a tender regard for the members 

no- Wh! the eſtabliſhed Church; but they muſt be fools in- 
ed that do not diſcern the ſigns of the times. 

We Mr. Burptr being employed in teaching his own 

he 


people, could not be well qualified to pronounce how 
ants Ine people were taught in our church; what little 
1 of Information he had, muſt be chiefly owing to the ſto- 

nes told him by his own admirers---and how favour- 
lies, WPly they would report, let the world judge by the 
unkind 


and on the ſame ſubjects, of Original or Birth-ſin, 


„They were alſo the ſtandard truths of the Church 


* 
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unkind cenſures paſſed on our ſermons by the merho. 
dift Teachers, from the going out of Mr. Warte1zLo, 
above forty years ago, to this time. 


But as I do not defign this letter for obſervations 
on Mr. Burder, but to give you my opinion upon 
ſome paſſages in your Sermon and preface, it is time 
1 ſhould let you know what I object to. 


In your Preface you ſay, “ Perhaps there ſeldom 
was an age to which the awful language of Jehovah 
% might with more propriety be applied, than that 
« in which we live: My people are deftroyed for lack 
« of knowledge.'--- From this aimolt univerſal licenti- 
© ouſneſs in the practice of mankind, we may reaſon- 
« ably infer that there muſt be ſomething effentially 
& wrong in their principles. This degeneracy of 
% manners, ſo awtully and univerſally prevalent, may 
& T think with propriety be aſcribed to a fatal igno- 
* rance of ſome of the peculiar doctrines of chriſtianity, 
« which when received into the heart, purify that 
& fountain of iniquity. Which are the doctrincs 
« alluded to, it is the deſign of the following diſcourſe 
& to ſhew,--- you reflect with pleaſure, that they are 
inter vo Ven with every part of our excellent liturgy, 
« and are the ſum and ſubſtance of her articles and 
© homilies. In defence of theſe doctrines, a Latimer, 
% a Ridley, and a whole army of martyrs nobly bled. 
4 They ſaw their importance and experienced their 


« power, and when called upon either to renounce, 


+ © their principles or ſuffer martyrdom, they chear- 
6c fully embraced the ſtake,” 


Tou ſay, theſe eſſentially important truths, were 
" ſtrenuoulſly 


* 


EY 7 


& ſtrenuouſly preached in every eſtabliſhed church. 
From the glorious æra of the reformation till a little 
« after the reſtoration, there were few pulpits from 
« which any other were heard. A change, which 
« rivers of tears would not be ſufficient to bewail, has 
« fince taken place. A dry ſyſtem of morality, which 


« would better become a heathen roſtrum than a 
e e chriſtian pulpit, has been ſubſtituted in the place 
« of thoſe awful, animating truths which are written, 
= with a ſun-beam, in every page of the goſpel of 


* W* Jeſus. The conſequence has proved fatal. Sociri- 
ut W- avilm, infidelity and profligacy have ſpread their 
\-þ W baneful influence far and wide: in ſhort, morality 
i. “ bas been preached, till there is little morality left.“ 


Theſe are very ſevere reflections on your brethren, 
g God forbid they ſhould be true, I would much rather 
"* Wjou ſhould prove a falſe accuſer, than that ſo many 


I thouſands of the Clergy ſhould be found for a hun- 
* dred years paſt, to deſerve the character you have 
. given of them. The Sermons that have in that time 


been publiſhed, I hope meet with kinder treatment 
from good men, and thoſe who are capable of judging. 


lallude to the works of Barrow, Stillingfleet, Beveridge, 

5 Sharp, Moſs, Lucas, Atterbury, Norris, Rogers, 

* mallridge, Bragge, Waterland, Sherlock and Secker, 
ay, the number is prodigious down to the Biſhop of 

1 our Dioceſs. View the Sermons preached at Boyles, 


ad. Lady Moyer's Lectures, the commentaries on the 


hen deriptures, on the Creed, the Liturgy and on the 
wy Catechiſm, and aſk of the good and wile, the reputa- 
hear: uon theſe works have found with the learned of our 

church as well as among the Diſſenters; then aſk your- 
4 lf if your age, learning and ſtation in the church 


vill bear you out in pronouncing ſo hardly on diſcour- 
zouſly les 
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fs chat have been ſo much admired. What has been MW « , 
the method of preaching by thoſe, who have not pub. MW « | 
liſhed, you can but have a very confined and imperfeck 40 
[ 

| 


knowledge, therefore it will not Juſtity your univer- J 
fal cenſure. T 


The peculiar doctrines of chriſtanity which you 


recommend in your ſermon, are firſt the Guilt and . 
Miſery of Man as in Article IX. 7 pec 


If you will look into the Baptiſmal office in our Litur. WM « 
gy, which is uſed many thouſand times in the year, you « , 
will find that the miniſter declares to the people. « | 
* foraſmuch as all men are conceived and born in fin; Ne 
* and that our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, none can enter into N 
e the Kingdom of God, except he be regenerate, and I « , 
* born anew of Water and of the Holy Ghoſt; I. 
* beſeech you to call upon God the Father through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that of his bounteous mercy he c 
* will grant to this Child that thing which by nature 
he cannot have; that he may be baptized with wa- 
cc ter and the Holy Ghoſt, and received into Chriſt's 
« holy Church, and be made a lively Member of 
the ſame.” The prayer has--- **We beſeech thee, for 
© thine infinite mercies, that thou wilt mercifully 
% look upon this Child; waſh him, and ſanctify him 
« with the Holy Ghoſt; that he being delivered from 
e thy wrath, may be received into the atk of Chriſt's 
« Church, and being ſteadfaſt in faith, joyful through 
« hope, and rooted in charity, may fo paſs the waves 
& of this troubleſome world, that finally he may come 
c to the Land of everlaſting Life; there to reign 
* with thee, world without end, through Jeſus Chriſt 


“ our Lord. Almighty and immortal God, the bo | 
LO. 


60 


3 

of all that need, the helper of all that flee to thee 
« for ſuccour, the life of them that believe, and the 
« Reſurrection of the dead; we call upon thee for 
« this Infant, that he coming to thy holy Baptiſm, 
© may receive remiſſion of his fins by ipiritual rege- 
e neration, &c.“ 


The miniſter is alſo commanded to exhort the 
People “not to doubt, but earneſtly believe that 
© he will likewiſe favourably receive this preſent 
„ Infant; that he will embrace him with the arms 


i © of his mercy, that he will give unto him the bleſ- 
1 fing of eternal Life, and make him partaker of his 
m © everlaſting Kingdom. -Give thy Holy Spirit to 
* « this Infant, that he may be born again, and be 
ain 60 


made an heir of everlaſting Salvation, through our 
1 Lord Jeſus Chriſt.— 


he « O merciful God, grant that the old Adam in 
ure “ this Child may be ſo buried, that the new Man 
wa-“ may be raiſed up in him. Grant that all carnal 
it's “ affections may die in him, and that all things be- 
of“ longing to the Spirit may live and grow in him. 
for MW © Grant that he may have power and ftrenzrh to 


ully “ have victory, and to triumph againſt the devil the 
him “ world, and the fleſh,” 


© Grant that whoſoever is here dedicated to thee by 
our office and Miniſtry, may alſo be endued with 
heavenly Virtues, and everlaſtingly rewarded, 


we beſeech thee, the ſupplications of thy Congrega- 
tion; ſanctify this Water to the myſtical waſhing 
away of fin; and grant that this Child now to be 
* baptized therein, may receive the fulneſs of thy 


B 6 grace, 


through thy mercy, O bleſſed Lord God.--- Regard, - 


1 8, 


i grace, and ever remain in the number of thy faithful 
« aid ele Children, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 


So far the office goes beſore baptiſm; let us ſee 
what toliows after. 


cc Sceing now, dearly 8 8 that this 
* Child is regenerate, and graſted into the body of Chriſt's 
& Church; let us give thanks unto Almighty God for 
6 theſe benefits, and with one accord make our prayers 
« unto him, that this Child may lead the reſt of his 
life according to this beginning.” 


“ We yield thee hearty thanks, moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, that it hath pleaſed thee to regenerate this In- 
* tant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for thine own 
* Child by adoption, and to incorporate him into thy 
% Holy Church. And humbly we beſeech thee to 
6 grant, that he being dead unto fin, and being buried 
„ 29th Chriſt in his death, may crucify the old man, 
5 and utterly aboliſh the whole body of fin; and that 
ce as he is made partaker of the death of thy ſon, he may 
& allo be partaker of his reſurrection.“ 


The Guilt and Miſery of Man, is very plainly 
declared to the People. in this office of Baptiſm, and 


it is as plainlv and repeatedly affirmed, that by Baptiſm 


we are juſtified from that Guilr that is on us by the 
fall of our firſt Parents. Agrecable to this Office, are 
our Articles and Homilies. The IX Article of Ori- 
ginal or Birth-Sin, after deſcribing what it is, ſays--- 
$ altho there is no condemnation for them that be- 
© lieve and are baptized.” 8 


XV. Article, of Chriſt alone without ſin. 


tc But 


: ( i ) 

© & But all we the reft, although baptized, and born 

c again in Chriſt, yet offend in many things.“ 
XXVII Article, of Baptiſm. 


« Baptiſm is not only a ſign of profeſſion, and 
i 4 mark of difference, whereby chriſtian Men are diſ- 
cerned from others that be not chriſtened; but it 


F « is alſo a fign of Regeneration, or new Birth, wheres 
b „ by, as by an inſtrument, they that receive Baptiſin 
8 e rightly, are gratted into the Church; the promiſes 
* ol che iorgivenels of fin, and ot our adoption to be 
* the tons of God by the Holy Ghoſt, are vifibiy 
” “ ggned and ſealed; Faith is confirmed, and Glace 
23 * increaled by virtue of prayer unio God.“ 
hy The Homily of Salvation, referred to by the XI Ar- 
to ticle on Juſtiſication, for a farther account of the 
ied Doctrine, ſays, © Intomuch that Infants being Bapti- 
an, “ zed, and dying in their Infancy, are by this Sacra- 
hat “ fice (Chriſt's) waſhed from their fins, brought to 
nay * God's Favour, and made his Children, and Inheri- 
tors of his Kingdom of Heaven. And they which 
5 in Act or Deed do fin after their Baptiſm, when 
my 


* they turn again to God unfeignedly; they are hke- 
and “ wiſe waſhed by this Sacrafice from their fin, in ſuch 
* ſort, that there remaineth not any ſpot of fin, that 


the “ ſhall be imputed to their Damnation.” 
are ; 
Ori- We muſt truſt only in God's mercy, and that 


Sacrifice which our High Prieſt and Saviour Chriſt, 
AR L Jelus the Son of God once offered for us upon the 
. Croſs, to obtain thereby God's Grace and Remiſſion, 
as well of our original fin in Baptiſm, as of all actual 
© fin, committed by us after our Baptiſm if we truly 
But * repent, and turn unfeignedly to him again.” a 
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e grace, and ever remain in the number of thy faithful 
aud eleft Children, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 


So far the office goes beſore baptiſm; let us ſee 
what tollows after. 


e Sceing now, dearly beloved 3 that this 
Child is regenerate, and graſted into the body of Chriſt's 
& Church; let us give thanks unto Almighty God for 
„ theſe benefits, and with one accord make our prayers 
« unto him, that this Child may lead the reſt of his 
“ life according to this beginning.” 


“ We yield thee hearty thanks, moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, that it hath pleafed thee to regenerate this In- 
6 tant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for thine own 
Child by adoption, and to incorporate him into thy 
Holy Church. And humbly- we beſeech thee to 
“grant, that he being dead unto fin, and being buried 
& with Chriſt in his death, may crucify the old man, 
5 and utterly aboliſh the whole body of fin; and that 
&« as he is made partaker of the death of thy ſon, he may 
“ allo be partaker of his reſurrection.” 


The Guilt and Miſery of Man, is very plainly 
declared to the People in this office of Baptiſm, and 
it is as plainlv and repeatedly afficmed, that by Baptiſm 
we are juſtified from that Guilr that is on us by the 
fall of our firſt Parents. Agrecable to this Office, are 
our Articles and Homilies. The IX Article of Ori- 
ginal or Birth-Sin, after deſcribing what it is, ſays--- 
$ altho there is no condemnation for them that be- 
© lieve and are baptized.” 


XV. Article, of Chriſt alone without fin, 
; cc But 


N 
4 But all we the reſt, although baptized, and born 
& again in Chriſt, yet offend in many chings.“ 


VI Article, of Baptiſm. 


« Baptiſm is not only a ſign of profeſſion, and 
% mark of difference, whereby chriſtian Men are dil- 
« cerned from others that be not chriſtened ; bur it 
is alſo a ſign of Regeneration, or new Birth, wheres 
by, as by an inſtrument, they that receive Baptiſin 
rightly, are gratted into the Church; the proinites 
ol che forgiveneſs of fin, and ot gur adoption to be 
the tons of God by the Holy Ghoſt, are viſibly 
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ned and ſealed; Faith is confirmed, and Grace 
a | ü | | 
2 increaſed by virtue of prayer unto God.” 


* The Homily of Salvation, referred to by the XI Ar- 
to MW ticle on Juttiſication, for a farther account of the 
od Doctrine, tays, © Infomuch that Infants being Bapti- 
zed, and dying in their Infancy, are by this Sacra- 
lice (Chriſt's) waſhed from their ſins, brought to 
God's Favour, and made his Children, and Inheri- 
tors of his Kingdom of Heaven. And they which 
in Act or Deed do fin after their Baptiſm, when 
they turn again to God unfeignedly; they are like- 
wite waſhed by this Sacrafice from their ſin, in ſuch 
ſort, that there remaineth not any ſpot of ſin, that 
thall be imputed to their Damnation.“ 


* We muſt truſt only in God's mercy, and that 
Sacrifice which our High Prieſt and Saviour Chriſt 
Jelus the Son of God once offered for us upon the 
Crols, to obtain thereby God's Grace and Remiſſion, 
as well of our original ſin in Baptiſm, as of all actual 
ſin committed by us after our Baptiſm if we truly 
But repent, and turn unfeignedly to him again.” 


Our 


1 
— 


Dy 
wee Iz 
= 
. - 


- + 


n 

b. ww”? — — — 

. 23 
p ». 


EY 
— 


3 


— 9 om So 
222 wa 


— 


3 


q 
he 
? 


n 38 3 


ur office is, not to paſs the time of this preſent 
* Lite untruitfully and idlly, after that we are Bap. 
&« rizcd or Juſtified, not caring how few good works 
« we do, to the Glory of God, and profit of our 
« Neighbours.” 


So far I hope I have made it appear, that our Litur- 
gy, Articles, and the Homily on Salvation, do nor 
more plainly declare the true doctrine of Original o- 
Birth-jin, than they uniformally and plainly declare, 
that in or by Baptiſm, through the merits of Chriſt; 
Original fin is pardoned, and we are Juſtified, Regene- 
rated, and made Members of Chriſt. 


I mutt go on yet with our Church in her Catechiſm, 
beſore I apply, what I have to ſay on this ſubject to 
you. 


The Child is taught by it to ſay “ in my Baptiſm; 
“ whercin I was made a member of Chriſt, the child of 
* God, and an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


« Two (Sacraments) only, as generally neceſſary ie 
« Salvation; that is to ſay, wet and and the ſupper of 
ra. 


« 9. What meaneſt thou by this word Sacrament? 


«& A. I mean an outward and viſible ſign of an in- 
« ward and ſpiritual grace given unto us, as a means 
« wyerevy we receive the ſame, and a pledge to aſſure us 
&«& therof, The inward and ſpiritual grace (in Baptiſm) 
eis, a death unto fin, and a new birth unto Righteouſne)s: 
6 for being by nature born in fin, and the children of 
& wrath, we are hereby made the children of Grace.“ 
& 


C8 Y 
« ©. What is required of perſons to be Baptized? 


« A. Repentance, whereby they forſake fin; and Faith 
% hereby they ſteadfaſtly believe the promiſes of Gol 


© made to them in that Sacrament.” 


- 


Pray obſerve this laſt anſwer, and carefully com- 
pare thoſe promiſes and the Crecd in the office of 
Baptiſm, and J am perſuaded you will find that the 
Doctrines of our Liturgy, Articles and Homilies, are 


far from being conſiſtent with your peculiar notions 
ol Regeneration, 


* 


But 1 have ſomething more to ſay on this ſubject. 
The Church of England is not ſingular in this Doc- 
trine of Regeneration; it was the general opinion of 
the ſoundeſt Divines of the Primitive Church. I will 
only give you the ſenſe of one, but his Authority is 
very great, both for his learning, and his nearneſs to 
the Apottolic age. Ir is Jin Martyr, who wrote 


about fifty years after St. Jonx. In his Apology for 


the Chriſtians, he tells the Emperor. 


* LXXIX I ſhall now lay before you the manner 
of dedicating ourſelves to God, through Chriſt, 
upon our Converſion; for ſhould I omit this I 
might ſeem not to deal fincerely in this Account 
« of the Chriſtian R-ligion. As many therefore as 
are perſuaded, and believe, that the things taught 


them to live accordingly, are taught to pray and 
aſk of God with faſting the Forgiveneſs of their 
former Sins; we praying together, and faſting for 
and with them, and then, and not till then, they are 


«c 


brought to a place of Water, aud there Regeneratet 


6& after 


and ſaid by us are true, and moreover take upon 


1 

& after the ſame manner with ourſelves; for they are 
« waſhed in the Name of God the Father, and Lord 
of all, and of our Saviour Feſus Chrift; for Chriſt 
has ſaid, Unleſs vou are born again you cannot enter into 
« the Kingdom of z{eaven. (But you all know it is im- 
poſſible to enter a fecond time into our Mother's 
Womb) and in Allufion to this, the Prophet 1/aiah 
in the words above cited, ſpeaks when he preſcribes 
the Method by which repenting Sinners may avoid 
the Conſequence of their Sins; Yaſh ye make you 
clean, put away the Evil of your doings, learn to de 
« rwoell, judge the Fatherleſs, and plead for the Widow, 

« Come now, and let us reaſon together, faith the TY) 
though your fins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as 
«& Snow, though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
« Wool. But if you refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be devoured 
« with the Sword, for the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 
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c LXXX The reaſon of this we have from the 
Apoſtles, for having nothing to do in our firſt Birth, 
but being begotten by Neceſſity, or without our own 
Company, to the end, therefore we might continue 
© no longer the Children of Neceſſity and Ignorance, 
* but of Freedom and Knowledge, and obtain Ke- 
**. mifſion of our paſt Sins by virtue of this Water, 
4e the Penitent, who now makes his ſecond Birth an 
« Act of his own Choice, has called over him the 
% Name of God the Father, and Lord of all things. 
„(When we conduct the Perſon to be Baptized to 
© the place of Baptiſm we call God by no other 
2 Name; becauſe we have not any Appellation for 
* the incffable Majeſty of God, that can explain his 


4 « Nature 


Conſent, and trained up alſo in vicious Cuſtoms and 


EM 3 


Nature; and if any Man pretends to that, we think: 
« him mad in the higheſt Degree; this Baptiſm is 
« called Illumination, becauſe the minds of the Cate- 
« chumens who are thus waſhed are Illuminated; ) 
© and moreover the Perion baptized and illuminated, 
« js Baptized in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt who was 


- « crucified under Pontius Pilate, and in the Name of 
; W* ihe Holy Ghoſt who ſpike by the Prophets, and 
] « foictold every thing concerning Chriſt.” i 
: Iwill give you no more from the Fathers, on this 


 W lubjcct, nor attempt io ſhew, how this Doctrine agrees 
, with the Scriptures, it has often been done, and you 
may eaſily meet with it, in the writers on our Articles, 
Carechiſm, and Baptiſm. 


If our People are deſtroyed for * 1 3 
in the Articles of Original Sin, and Fuſtification, ſure 
the fault cannot be for want of having thoſe ſubjects 
. made known to them according to our excellent Liturgy, 
i and alfo according to our Acticles, Homilies, Cate- 
 Webiim, and the firſt and pureſt ages of the Chriſtian, 


* Church; but whether you teach agreeable to all theſe, 
ne WG much queſtion, Ws 
2 Pray Sir look into your Notes on the 3 Chapter St. 
8 Jonx, 3 Verſe (one of your Sermons in Lancaſter, 
5 Chapel, ) you ſaid before you told them what Regene- 
be en was, you would tell them what it was not it 
s. Ws 297 Baptiſm. This I thought as poſitive as it was, 
| 8 laconic, and was as poſitive, as you could be, that it 
her Nas contrary to the Doctrine of our Church. 

for 


ure Ri - | if 


his I have been ſo large on this ſubject to let you ſee that | 


(16 ) 
it is poſſible for a Calviniſt to be very ſure that he is 
Preaching the pure and eſſential doctrines of the 
Church of England, when he is directiy contradicting 
them. My evidence for this opinion is now before 
you, and I hope it will prove that your notion of 
Regeneration is wrong, and that your cenſure of 
the Clergy for not teaching the People, this Doctrine, 
as exprefled by our Liturgy, Articles, and Homilies, 
is as falſe as it is uncharitable. 


What you ſay under your ſecond head, of the Lau 
of God p. 13 may greatly miflead weak minds, and 


make them deſpair of ever doing their duty to God or 
Man. 


You deſcribe the Law as“ demanding an unfinning 
* obedience, withour, a fingle failure in thought, word 
« or deed. That it makes no allowance for human 
« frailty, but its language is, do this--- do it all- do 
eit perfectiy, and you ſhall live :--- tranſgreſs in the 
«* teaft, inſtance, and you ſhall die.---- The leaſt defi- 
« ciency (you ſay) in any one particular renders us 
« liable to vengeance; and nottithſtanding all pre- 
« tenſion to ſincerity of heart, conſigus us over to the 
* Curſe. You call this a view of the purity and ſanc- 
a tion of the divine Law, -- and that the Law is 
« juſtly termed the miniſtration of condemnation. 
* Againſt EVERY tranſgreſſion (though but in 
thought) it denounces the curſe. The eternal 
© curſe of God. 


I wifh you had given us the different acceptations 
of the word Law, as it is in the old and new Teſta- 
ment. There are in Moſes's writings the Ritual 

| Law 
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„ 


Law, the Law of the Ten commandments, and of 17 
every other duty relating to God or Man. 4 
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5 There is moreover in the new Tofiument, the Law 
of Faith, or what we muſt do on our part to be ſaved. 
The ſame may be ſaid of the word Yorks, in the new 
f Teſtament. If it be uſed in a ſenſe different from 


„ what it ſtands for in the Scriptures, great confuſion i 

may follow. ; 
You ſay that the divine Law denounces the curſe, ; 

70 the eternal curſe of God againſt every tranſgreſſion, 

ad though but in thought. 

or 


From your opinion of Original fin, you muſt be- 
lieve that no one but the the Holy Jeſus ever lived 
"> Wh up to the perfection of the Law as you deſcribe it. 


Jan Pray what, do you think of King Joſiah ? It is thus 
ſaid of him, that he turned to the Lord with all his 
the Wl © heart, and with all his ſoul, and with all his ſtrength, 
« according to all the Law of moſes, II Kings, 23 
“Chapter, 25 Verſe. So it is ſaid of David, that he 
followed God with all his heart, to do that only 
« which was right in his Eyes, I Kings, 14 Chapter, 
« 8 Verſe,” In the new Teſtament, it is ſaid of Za- 
charias and his Wife Elizabeth, © that they were both 
* Righteous before God, walking in all the Command- 
ments and the Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs.” 


St. Paul tells us of himſelf, that raching the Righte- 


ouſueſs which is of the Law, he was blameleſs, Phil. 3 
Chapter, 6 Verſe. 


One would think from theſe inſtances, that your 
C notion 


4; ) 


notion of the Law, as requiring an abſolute, unſinning, 
(viz an impoſſible). Obedience,, as, extending even to 
our thoughts, and that without allowing of any mer- 
cy, muſt be more ſevere, than is required of the Clergy 
to preach to the People. For even the Law of Moſes 
allowed Sacrifices for expiation of Sins, as may be 
ſeen, Numbers 15 Chapter, 22 29 Verſes. But to 
aliow pardon for Sins, and to exact a perfect Obedience, 
are things inconſiſtent. So far was the Law of Moſes 
from requiring an unerring Obedience, that ſeveral 
things were, indulged them becauſe of the hardneſs of 
their. Hearts. This our Saviour expreflly tells us, as 
to Polygamy and Divorce.--- Matthew 19 Chapter, 3 
Eons Kc. 


The Alpa cher Ir. Paul had with the Jews, and 
Judaizing, Chriſtians, as it is related ün his Epiſtles to 
the Romans, Galatians and Epheſians, reſpecting Juſti— 
fication by Faith and not by Works; was owing to 
ſome of the Jews denying the neceſſity of Faith in 
Chriſt, or of embracing the Chriſtian Religion for 
Juſtification ior Salvation; and to Judaizing Chriſtians, 
who held it was necelfary to be- Ciroumciſed and to 
keep the Law of Moſes along with Cbriſtianity. This 
controverſy cauſed a Counſil at Jeruſalem to be held, 
wherein it was decreed, that Gentile converts were 
under #9 obligation to be Circumeiſed, or to obſerve 
the Law of Moſes. Accordingly/ St. Paul charges the 
Galatians to, “ Stand faſt in the Liberty wherewith 
« Chriſt had made them free, and not to be intangled 
e again with the Yoke of Bondäge. Behold; I Paul 
« ſay unto you, that if yeu Be Circumciſed, Chriſt 
«« ſhall profit you nothing, tor I teſtify again to every 
& Man that is  Circurtoiled, that he 1 is a debtor to do 
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& the whole Law, Chriſt is become of no effect unte 
« you, whoſoever of you are Juſtified by the Law; 
« ye are fallen from Grace. For we through the 
« Spirit wait for the hope of Righteouſneſs by Faith. 
« For in Jeſus Chriſt, neither Circumcifion avails any 


« thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but Faith which worketh 
oe.“ 


Now as we have none that inſiſt on being Circum- 
eiſed and thus being under the Law of Moſes, what 
St. Paul ſays againſt being Juſtified by the Law, or by l 
Works, would be improper to urge upon a Chriſtian . 
ü Congregation, without guarding the Apoſtles meaning 
about the words Law and Works, for fear weak minds 
\d night make a bad uſe of what is ſaid, and apply it to 
being ſaved by Faith only, without good Works, 
Works of Mercy, Charity and Piety,--- Evangelical 
works, both due to God and Man. 


It you will preſs upon your hearers, the rigid nos 
tions of Calviniſm about being Juſtificd or ſaved by 
Faith alone, and prove your opinions by ſuch Texts 
of St. Paul as ſay, To him that worketh not, but believ- 
eth on him that Juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for Righteouſneſs, Romans 4 Chapter, 5 Verſe, and that 
in Galatians 2 Chapter, 16 Verſe. Knowing that a 
man is not juſtified by the works of the law, but by the 
faith of Feſus Chrift,--- You ſhould be very careful to 
give St. Paul's true meaning, leaſt ſuch ignorant 
people, as you ſay the members of our church are, 
ſhould turn thoſe paſſages ſo as to expect Salvation 
Without doing fuch works as Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
have commanded. 'You ſhould tell them (for you 
know they are very ignorant, and“ morality has been 


preached, 
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te preached, till there is little morality left. that Socini- 
&« aniſm, Infidelity and Profligacy have ſpread their bane- 
« ful influence far and wide): that St. Peter ſaid, in St, 
Paul's Epiſtles are ſome things hard to be underſtood, 
which they that are unlearned and unſtable wwreſt, as they 
do alſo the other Scriptures, unto their own Deſtruction, 
II Peter 3 Chapter, 16 Verſe, and that this obſerva. 
* tion of St. Peter is with good ground ſuppoſed by 
« learned Men, to refer principally to the doctrine of 
« Fuftification by Faith and not by Works, which St. 
« Paul ſo largly infiſts on in his Epiſtle to the Romans. 
% For, as no Doctrine contained in any of St. Pauls 
« Epiſtles is more liable to be zwreſted than this, {6 
« none has actually been more and worſe wreſted even 
from the very firſt to theſe latter ages of Chriſtianity,” 


They ſhould be told alſo, that ſome time after St, 
Paul had wrote his Epiſtles to the Romans and 
Galatians, St. James wrote his Epiſtle, in which he 
aſks the Chriſtians, what does it profit, my Brethren, 
though a man ſay he has Faith, and has not works? can 


Faith ſave him? Faith, if it has not Works, is dead by 


ii ſelf, James 2 chapter, 14 17 verſes. 


It will alſo be proper to inform the ignorant, * that 
« it is the Tradition of the ancients, that the Epiſtle 


of St. James was profeſſedly written, as to that part 


of it which relates to Juſtification, againſt ſuch as 
« zrefled St. Paul's diſcourſes to the defence of the 
«« doctrine of Juſtification by Faith without good Works. 
* And that, Fuſtification by Faith without Works is 
« mentioned by no inſpired Writer, but St. Paul; and 
„ by St. PavuL only in his controverfial diſputes with 
*© the Enemies of the Goſpel, who either maintained that 
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« Juſtification is to be attained ſome other way than by 
« the Goſpel, or elſe not by that alone.--- That the 
« Worts, which St. Paul excludes from Juſtification, 
« are by him ſtyled, either ſimply works, or elſe 
« works of the Law, but never good Works, Where- 
« as, having mentioned Epheſians 2 Chapter, 9 Verſe, 
« ſuch Works barely under the name of Works, he 
« immediately ſubjoins by way of oppoſition Verſe 10, 
% for we are his Workmanſhip, created in Chrift Jeſus 
“ unto GOOD WORKS, which God has before or- 
« dained that we ſhould walk in them. 


It is alſo obſerved by the Reverend and Learned 
« Dr. Grabe, that St. Jonx's firſt Epiſtle was written 
“in oppoſition to the Impious Herefies of Simon 
Magus and his followers; and that in Chapter 3 
4% Verſe, of the ſaid Epiſtle the Apoſtle St. Joun 
has a particular regard to the forementioned Doc- 
* trine of the Simonians, concerning Juſtification by 


| © Faith alone. The words of St. Joun in the place 


* forecited are theſe.” Little children, let no man 


* deceive you:. He that does Righteouſneſs, is Righteousg 


even as he is Righteous.” N. B. St. Jonx wrote alſo 
after St. PAUL, 


It ſhould be carefully obſerved to the unlearned in 
theſe diſputes, about being Juſtified by Faith alone, 
that it is impoſſible to preſs the neceſſity of good 


Works in order to our Salvation, more ſtrongly, than 


they are in the writings of St. PavL; eſpecially in 
the latter part of his Epiſtles, after he has determined 
the controverſy he had in view; then he charges 
them earneſtly and plainly to let love be without di ſi- 
mulation. Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that which 


is 
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Is good : Be kind} ly affectioned one to another with brotherly 
love, in honour preferring one another, Romans 12 Chap. 


Phil. 4 — 8 Verſe, finally Brethren, whatſocr ver 
things are true, - honeſt,--- juſt,--- lovely, whatſocver 
things are of good report; if there be any Virtue, if there 
be any praiſe, thin on theſe things. 


For God will render to every man according to his 
Works, Tribulation and Anguiſh upon every ſoul of Man 


that doeth evil; and Glory, Honour and Peace, to every 


Man that worketh good, Romans 2 Chapter 6 Verſe. 


In ſhort, to give all the commands and exhortations 
to holy living that are in the New Teſtament, would 
be to tranſcribe the greateſt part of it. 


I do not know how it comes to paſs, that this 
buſineſs of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, which is on all 
hands acknowledged ſo neceſſary, is by many made 
ſo intricate a bufineſs : certain it is, to one that 
“ comes to the reading of the Scriptures with an 


* unprejudiced mind, there is nothing more eaſy or 
* more obvious than the notion of it.” 


6 
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To believe in Jeſus Chriſt, or Faith in Jeſus 
“ Chriſt, is, according to the whole tenor of the new 
Teſtament, never more nor leſs, than to become 
his Diſciples ; to be ſo convinced in our own minds, 
i that he was ſent from God to be the Saviour of the 
* World, as to vield affent to all that he taught, and 


to give up ourſelves to be obeicut to all that he 
„ commanded,”  .. 


cc 
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© This is the whole bufineſs of that Faith, of which 
i ſome Men have madę ſo great a myſtery. This is 
« the whole meaning of coming tq,Chriſt, of receives 
« ing Chriſt, of putting on Chriſt, of _ in ** 
« Chriſt, which the Scripture ſpeaks of.“ 1h 

“The whole of that which we call ſaving or juſti- 
« fying Faith, is comprized in theſe. two things: an 
« hearty aſſent of our underſtanding, to all that Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles delivered to mankind, as the 
« Will of God; and an hearty conſent of our wills, 
following thereupon, to be governed by the Laws 
and Rules that are preſcribed to us. Or (as others 
« are pleaſed to word it) thus. To have a faving- 
“ Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, is to own or accept him as 
130 the great Prophet, that came to declare the Will 
« of God to mankind, and, under that notion, to give 
%a belief to whatſoever, he taught: To receive him 
as the great High - Prieſt, that was to make an atone- 
« ment for the fins of the World, and under that no- 
tion, to depend upon the merits. of his Sacrifice) 


de . and Interceſſion for the Remiſſion of our Sins, and: 
ar an the other benefits of his paſſion: and laſtly, to 
receive him as the great King that God hath ſet over 
or We: * his Church, and, under that notion, to reſign. up 

ourſelves to be wholly ee of and gorerged 

« 

ſus bn hip.) | 2 
a te 13 a 9 27 to Ebel in Chriſt, is nothing elſe, 
ws © but to believe the Goſpel, and to ſet ourſelves to 
h : * live according to it: ſo to affent to the truth of the 


7 Scriptores, as to be induced thereby ſeriouſly to 
apply our minds, to the denying of ungodlineſs, and 
wrd elite, and living Righteouſly, ſoberly and 


bis f godly 
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* podly in this preſent world. This I ſay, and no- 
* thing elſe, is the notion of faith in Chriſt, where. 
“ ever it is ſpoken of as the condition of Salvation.“ 


Archbiſhop Sharp's Sermons, Vol. 3 page 157. 


Under your fourth head, where. you anſwer the 
common objection to the doctrine of juſtification by 
Faith, that it opens a door for Licentiouſneſs. You ſay 
many things very ſtrongly in favour of holy living, 
which are included in theſe words of yours. Is there 
„no known duty,---but what you labour to perform 


< Is there no known fin,--- but which you mortify 
* and refiſt ?” | 


If every known duty is to be performed, and even 
Inoꝛon Sin mortified and reſiſted, how can the Clergy 
be juſtly blamed for conſtantly attempting to make 
thoſe duties known to their hearers, and warning them 
againſt ſuch things as may be juſtly called finful? 
Or why is it more blameable in an anticalviniſt, than 
in a Calviniſt, to preach up the practical duties of 
Chriſtianity? You ſay, Chriſtian holineſs is widely 
different from the morality of the World. This is 
«nothing but a ſmooth life, and eivility of manners, 
« it has ſelf-love for its principle, and ſelf-gratifics- 
« tion for its end. It is nothing but pride of heart, 
« and conſequently, not only defective, but abomi- 
— Re nor —· TH TG 7 


But is it poſſible, that you 'can believe that the 
generality of our Clergy for a hundred Years pal 
have preached up a morality that has only\y/z!f-lov? 
for its principle, and ſelf-gratification for its end? A 

Vi bi * charge 


CW 
charge ſo uncharitable, as well as falſe, deſerves no 
farther anſwer, than an appeal to the printed Sermons, 


and Books on practical Piety and Morality, that have 
been publiſhed fince the Reſtoration. 


In your Preface, page 7, you fay, It has been ad- 
« yanced with confidence (and by thoſe who ought 


„to know otherwiſe) that in this land where Chrſti- 
“ anity is profeſſed, a miniſter ſhould addreſs his 
audience as a Congregation of believers. They who 
make this raſh aſſertion, clearly evidence their own 


ignorance of the nature of that Faith, through 
* which the ſoul is juſtified.” 


You have paid an high compliment to our Liturgy, 
calling it excellent, and ſaid that the peculiar doctrines 
of Chriſtianity are interwoven with every part of it. 


* Let us ſee how that has directed the miniſter to 
11} MW 449rels the audience; if as a Congregation of belie- 


L vers, your cenſure not only falls upon it, but alſo upon 
an ; 
Laimer, Ridley, and every man that drew up that 
0 5 . 

e Liturgy, and upon as many both before and after the 
+ Reformation as practiſe, or approve of ſo treating the 
fl Congregation. 

ic The order for morning and evening Prayer, is, that 
Art, the miniſter ſhall firſt read one or more of the ſenten- 
mi 


ces there ſet down out of the holy Scriptures, exhort- 
ting the People to repent, and promifing on God's 
part that he will forgive. Then to addreſs them as 
his Dearly beloved Brethren, and to let them know, 
that the Scripture requires them to confeſs their fins, 
with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; 
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to the end that they may obtain forgiveneſs of the 
ſame by his infinite goodneſs and mercy.--- To pray 
and beſeech them, to accompany him with pure hearts 
and humble voices to the Throne of the heavenly Grace. 


After the confeſſion made, the miniſter is to pro- 
nounce the Abſolution. Then the People are to join 
the miniſter in ſaying the Lord's Prayer, and after 
ſome Hymns of Praiſe, the People are to ſay the 
Apoſtles or Athanaſian Creed. 


In the ſecond Collect, for Peace, the People are 
taught to pray to God to defend them his humble Ser- 
vants, in all aſſaults of their Enemies; that they ſurely 
truſting in his defence, may not fear the power of any 
adverſaries. 


Is it poſſible to think that our Reformers drew up 
ſuch a collection oi Prayers as are in our Liturgy, fo 
_ agreeable to the moſt ancient Liturgies both for ſound 
doctrine and holy piety, and that for the uſe of Un- 
believers? Is it pollible that ſuch men as a Latimer, 
a Ridley, and a whole army of ſuch Martyrs who nobly 
bled for the doctrines of our excellent Liturgy, ſhould 
require a miniſter in his Sermon to treat his audience 
as un-belevers, whom he had but juſt before been 
Praying with, as dear Brethren, and after their con- 
feſſion of Sins, had declared to them that God pardon- 
eth and abſolveth all them that truly repent, and un- 
feignedly believe his holy Goſpel,--- had alſo heard 
them declare their Faith twice in two Creeds, not 


only ſo, but pronounced over them the Apoſtolic be- 


nediction, and all this to a congregation of Perſons 
before baptized, and then declared to be regenerated 


and 
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and born again, I ſay, is it poſſible that or Reformers 


| ſhould deſign ſuch a Liturgy for Un-belic vers, or that 


in their Sermons they could treat them as ſuch ? 


I can ſooner be perſuaded that the Miniſter who 
treats his congregation as Un-belirvers, and confidently 
affirms that he ought to do fo, raſhly afferts a falſhood, 
and clearly evidences his own ignorance of bis miniſte- 
nal duty. 


I appeal to the Homilies; do they ſpeak to the 


audience as a congregation oi un- believers? 


You aſk, © Are all our hearers believers ?--- Then 
“(you ſay) they all will be ſaved.” But they may 
in a true ſenſe of the word be called believers, tho? not 
in a ſaving, or the fulleſt ſenſe. They may not have 
added to their Faith, Virtue, they may hold the truth, 
but not live as they ought to do. 


+ You quote the 16 Chapter of St. Mark 16 Verſe, to 
prove your aſſertion, for there it ſays, -- He that 


believet h ſhall be ſaved. 


Sir, it is more than once you have quoted theſe 
words, without giving the leaſt notice that they are 
only part of our Lord's aſſertion, they ought always 
to be mentioned as they were delivered, he that believ- 
eth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that be- 
lieveth not, ſhall be damned. 


A few lines after page 7 preface, you aſk, © Have 
« all our hearers the Spirit of Jeſus? Are they all 
* denying themſelves, taking up their crojs daily, and 


* forſaking 


0 WW.) 


« forſaking all that they have, without which (vou ſay) 
* it Chriſt himſelf may be credited, they CANNOT 
„be his diſciples? (Luke 14 Chapter, 33 Verſe.) 


. You ſaid Juſt before, * he that believeth ſhall be 
* ſaved.”--- Now you ſay, if Chriſt himſelf may be 
credited, none can be his diſciples, unleſs they deny 
themſelves, take up their croſs daily, and forſake all 
that they have. Sure this is doing, and much more than 
belieping, and tends to make People conceive, that Faith 
or believing will not ſave them, unleſs they may be 
ſaved without being Chriſt's diſciples. But if believers 
are td for ſabe all they have, what ſhall they have left 
for themſelves, or what ſhall they have to give to the 
poot? You know God loves a chearful giver, and we 
are commanded to give to every man that aſketh of 
us's and of him that taketh away our goods, we are 
not to aſk them again, Luke, 6 Chapter, 3o Verſe, and 
unto him that ſmiteth us on the one cheek, we are bid, 
to offer alſo the other: and him that taketh away our 
cloak, we are not to forbid to take our coat allo, 
Many ſuch like paſſages in holy writ might be 
found, it a man was diſpoſed to confound and puzzle 
the weak and unſkilful, It is not the duty of a Clergy- 
man to deal out ſhort ſentences of Scripture, that may 
be thought hard ſayings, by the People, but to be 
very careful ſo to give them the true ſenſe, that the 
moſt ignorant may not have unworthy notions of God 
and Religion, nor an imperfect or erroneous know- 
ledge of their own duty, 


Page 5, you complain that “ the foundations on 


* which multitudes are building their hopes for eter- 
46 nity, are various and fatal.“ 
That 
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That © there are thoſe who entertain ſtrange notiond 
« of the MERCY OF GOD, and while they are 


| © hourly tranſgreſſing his holy Law in thought, word 


&« or deed, can lull their conſcience into a fatal ſecu- 
« rity, by this common expreſſion, God is merciful,--. 
« You conclude,--- how dangerous, nay how inevitab- 
* ly deſtructive muſt it prove, to reſt our Souls upon 
* uncovenanted mercy !” 


Whoever reſt their ſouls upon uncovenanted mercy, 
are neither encouraged ſo to do by our Liturgy, nor 
taught ſo by our Clergy ; ſo far from it, that they are 
blamed by the calvinſtical methodiſt, for dwelling too 
much in their ſermons on the neceſſity of moral duties, 
It has been often laid to the charge of thoſe who 
preach ſo much of being ſaved, or Juſtified by Faith 
alone, that they have given great occafion, ( and ſuck 
as the Antinomians have made uſe of,) to reſt their 
fouls upon being ſaved by faith alone, without doing 
thoſe good works which the Scripture requires, and 
taus they reſt their ſouls upon ancovenanted mercy. 


Page 5 you ſay “ ſome there are ſo preſumptuouſly 
ignorant, as to expect ſalvation for their WORKS,” 


I know, ( for you often aſſert it in this Sermon) 
that you will not ſay, they can be ſaved without works. 


But what neceſſity is there for a Divine, who pro- 
fefſes to preach or publiſh for the information of the 
ignorant, to play upon words, and ſo to repreſent 
things as to appear paradoxical, in order to ſhew 


bimſelf 


ce 
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himſelf learned and his hearers or readers viciouſly 


ignorant. 


1 muſt addreſs you as an admirer of our excellent 
Liturgy. If any of our church (and I ſuppoſe your 
Sermon was preached to them, and for their uſe it 
was publiſhed ) are ſo preſumptuouſly ignorant, as to 
Expect Salvation for their works, they are daily taught 
better by our Liturgy. 


There we confeſs, that we have erred and ſtrayed 
from Gods ways, have followed too much the devices 
and defires of our hearts, have offended againſt his 
holy laws, that there is no health in us. But thou, 
O Lord, have mercy upon us, miterable Offenders, 
Spare thou them, O God, which confeſs their taults, 
according to thy promiſes declared unto mankind in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. And grant, O moſt merciſul 
Father for his ſake; &c, | 


We are not taught either by our Liturgy, or by our 
Clergy, to preſume to claim any thing from God, as 
ſtrictly due to us for the value, or merit of our works, 
we are indeed taught that God will reward us accor- 
ding to our works, and that *to whom much is given 
& from him ſhall much be required,” but with this 
proviſo that whatever mercy is ſhown to us, in pardon- 
ing our offences, or whatever good we receive from 
the hands of God, either in this world, or that to 
come, is wholly owing to his mercy and goodneſs, ap 
the merits and fufferings of Chriſt. This is not only 
the doctrine of our Church, but of her Clergy alſo. 
That there are Deiſts and Socinians who expect Sal- 
vation for their Works, without the merits of Chrill, 

N 
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do not deny; but till our Clergy and people in 
general are . confeſſed Deiſts or Socinians, or good 
reaſons be given to believe them ſo, it would be well 
not to throw out ſuch unguarded expreſſions, as may 
cauſe ignorant People, to paſs not only an unchari- 
table judgment, but a very injurious and falſe cenſure 
on men whoſe reputations are not only dear to them- 
ſelves and families; but when ſtigmatiſed for falſe 
teachers, and corrupters of the Goſpel of Jeſus, are 
thereby ſo far diſabled from doing the good they 
wiſhed to do, and might have done, if their hearers 
had not been prejudiced againſt them. 


It would be only fair, to let the guilty beat the 
burthen of their own crimes. If the errors you com- 
plain of, are in any celebrated Authors; mention the 
books, that they may be avoided, and that other and 
better books may eſcape the cenſure; but if you 
would be underſtood alſo to allude to the Sermons 
that are now preached, while your charge remains 
general, it falls upon every preacher, unleſs thoſe are 
underſtood to be excepted, who follow your manner, 
That indeed may excuſe ſuch as Mr. Whitfield, Mr. 
Romain and a few others, but the number that will 


not have. the privilege ſo to Some will be very great 
indeed. 


Vou ſay page 6, Some expect to be ſaved on the 
* footing of SINCERITY. This hath been long 
* adopted into our divinity, as if it were the gracious 

condition of the new covenant, in oppoſition to the 
* law of perfect Obedince.“ Here, as uſual, your 
charge is general, againſt ſome, that expect to be ſaved 
on the footing of ä and that it hach been long 


2 
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adopted into our divinity, but you give us no light, 
whereby to ſee 20% are the men who thus believe, or 
who they are, or were, who have adopted this into 
their divinity. By thus ſneering at fincerity ; I hope 
you do not mean to pay a ſly compliment to hypocriſy, 
or to inſinuate that ſincerity is no duty. 


. 


But by your putting ſincere obedience in oppoſition 
to the law of perfeft obedience, you ſeem to inſiſt on 
finleſs obedience, for he that perſectiy fulfills the law 
of his duty, in that obedience he does not fin, 


There are many who believe that a ſinleſs obedience 
may be paid to all the laws of God in the ſtrict ſenſe 
of the word; our church, and Divines do not teach 
it, but ſay, in many things we all offend, and altho 
a man by a religious education, and the mereiful and 


owerful aſſiſtance of God's holy ſpirit, may have been 


enabled to thank God that he has lived with a good 
conſcience, yet he cannot thereby juſtify himſelf, if 
God was to enter into ſtrict judgement with him; 
for though his heart may not condemn him, God is 


greater than his heart, and can ſee imperfection in the 
beſt of his works, 


In calling theſe Advocates for fincerity to an ac- 
count, you obſerve that © one man will be regular in 


6 his attendance at church, yet put off his Religion | 


© with his Sunday-dreſs. Another will but attend 
„ once a day: And another will attend only when 
© convenience ſuits. The ſuppoſition that fincere, 
« though imperſect obedience will procure our accept: 
* ance with God, is, when thus examined, as contradic- 
ce toxy to reaſon as it certainly is tothe tenor of revelation.” 


Why 


F083 


h Why truly, if thoſe who expect to be faved on the 
r | . | 
„Voting of fincerity, have paid no fuller obedience to 
„ WW the law of Gotl than thoſe you thus deſcribe, I agree 
| with you, that they deceive themſelves. 

5 


But Sir, how could you think of drawing this for 
che picture of a man, who holds that ſincere, though 
n MW imperfect obedience will procure his acceptance with 
God. He that does no more, than you allow this man 

of ſincerity to do, does not deſerve ſo good a name 

he that does no more than one duty, and that ſo im- 
ce WM perfectly as you deſcribe, is but a very partial obeyer 
ic WF of the law, but in no ſenſe of the word pays a fincere 
cn Wl obedience to his maker. I could wiſh, that all who 
10 are to teach the Goſpel, would lay afide low arts, and 
nd nich the utmoſt fincerity deſcribe truth and error, to 
en WF the beſt of their power, in order to prevent the igno- 
ol WM rant from miſunderſtanding them. 


If you had drawn the character of a fincere Chriſtian, 
te vou do of a true believer, page 20, © as one. who 
« laboured to perform every known duty, and that morti- 
e fied and reſiſted every known fin.” You might 
then charitably have hoped, that ſome of his 


i 2 known duties would have led him to ſtudy the- 
* word of God, in order to know his will, and that 


nd whenever he was at a loſs to underſtand his dutv more 
perfectly, he would enquire out ſuch men, or books as 


1en . 2 
Ks, he hoped would give him information. In ſhort, the 
5. ſincere man, is not content with doing one duty very 


imperfectly, but to the beſt of his power does all. It ; 
„Jou will yet bind heavier burdens upon him, ſome 
may call you an hard IT aſk-mallcr, 


E Page 
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Page 6, you tell us,“ there are others (and perhaps 
te the greateſt part of mankiud are under his deluſion) 
*« who confound the covenant of grace with the co- 
“ venant of works: they think that they muſt do 
part, and Chriſt, by his merits, will make up their 
6 defects. This mixed covenant (you ſay) is neither 
law nor goſpel, but an unſcriptural mixture of both, 
and to ſpeak of it as it deſerves, it is a ſuggeſtion 
ot the Devil, and deſtroys its thouſands. 


cc 


cc 


This is ſheer Methodiſm, and might be copied from 
ſome of Mr. Whitfield's Journals. Iremember an old 
woman, (a great admirer of Mr. Whitfield) who uſed 
to tell me ſhe would have no-half Saviours, what ! ſhe 
would cry out, muſt I do part, and Chriſt do the reſt! 
no, no, let me have a whole Saviour, no. half Saviours 
for me. _ | 


On this article of divinity, I think you and my old 
friend would have had no diſpute. 


But I muſt again remind you, that the generality 
of our People are no great caſuiſts, they cannot dil- 
tinguiſh nice points of divinity, like a Sanderſon, a 
Taylor or a Barrow, therefore plain dealing is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, when a Preacher means to be underſtood. 


If we are not to do part (I ſuppoſe you mean our 
part) are we to do nothing, that Chriſt may do all? 
this cannot be true, if there be any truth in our Homi- 
lies on Salvation and on Faith, nay I will take the 
whole book of Homilies, the Articles and Liturgy 
againſt that Antinomian tenet, Can we do every 
thing, ſo as to leave no place for the merits of Chriſt ?--- 


this 


9 
chis ſure you will call a ſuggeſtion of the Devil, as 


much as the other, what ſhall we do now? to me, 
both extremes are very faulty, ſure truth may be found 
in the middle way, provided briers and thorns are not 


ſo artfully thrown over * as to puzzle the ſimple 
traveller. 


The covenant of grace, as explained to us in the 


miniſtration of Baptiſm, wherein we are made mem- 
bers of Chriſt, is to this effect, The miniſter declares 
to the per ſons to be baptized, that, as they have heard 
how the congregation hath prayed that our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt would vouchſafe to receive them and bleſs them, 
to releaſe them ol their fins, to give them the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and everlaſting Life, as they have heard 
alſo, that, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath promiſed in his 
holy Word to grant all thoſe things that have been 


prayed for : which promiſe be, for bis part, will moſt 
ſurely keep and perform. 


Wherefore after this promiſe made by Chriſt, ye 
muſt alſo faithfully, for your part, promiſe in the pre- 
ſence of theſe your Witneſſes, and this whole Congre- 
gation, that ye will renounce the devil and all his 
works, and conſtantly believe God's holy word, and 


| obediently keep his Commandments. 


This has the appearance of a mixed covenant, where 
both parties promiſe to perform their reſpeCtive parts. 


If you are pleaſed to ſay this mixed covenant is 
neither law nor goſpel, but an unſcriptural mixture 
of both: and ſay it deſerves to be called a ſuggeſtion 
of the Devil, I hope you will give others leave to think 


and 


4 _ 
NF and ſay better of it, untill you bring ſtronger prooſi 
4 to ſupport ſo ſevere a judgment, tha your bare aſſer. 0 
tion. | h 
| i 
Page 20, you tell us, A fifth, and a very capital a 
© though exploded doctrine, may with propriety be k 
« here infiſted on. It is this. The truths, which have ti 
already been entimerated, (in your Sermon) muſt, if » 
* ever they are ſavingly underſtood and embraced, be er- 0 
4% plained to the under ſtanding and applied io the heart, a 
* by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt.” c 
h | N 
« What (exclaims one) cannot I make myſelf x c: 


5 Chriſtian? have not the ability to rely on Chriſt, 
* for pardon and eternal life? the very queſtion (you 


& ſay) implies the moſt fatal ignorance of God, his l 
> word, and the helpleſſneſs of man. Remove moun- 2 
„% tains,---:ftop. the ſun in his courſe,--- raiſe the dead | 
« to life, create a world, and then think of believins - 
*& with the heart unto Righteouſneſs, by a power of your « 
© own. The work can only be effected by him who IM +, 
* ſaid let there be light, and there was light.“ x: 


St. PavL's deſcription of charity, is ſo amiable, that 
one would wiſh it to be found in the heart and ac- | 
tions of every man. It is a virtue that one would W « 
with to find eſpecially in every one whoſe office it i;. 
either to pronounce ſentence on others, or even ta « 
draw the characters of men. | 40 


Charity rejoiceth not in inquity but rather covers WM © 
the faults and failings of others, and is willing to be-“ 
lieve and hope well of all men. 5 2 *. 


—— 
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If your diſcription of the members of the church 
of England be according to the rules of charity in 
hoping the beſt, what could the world think of us, 
if we were only held up as we juſtly deſerve, without 
any grains of allowance given to our taults by the 
kind hand of charity? you ſay, the very. capital doc- 
trine, of the operation of the Holy Ghoſt to enable us 
to believe and do our duty, is exploded. Not out of 
our Liturgy, Articles, nor Catechiſm, ' Nor out of 
any books that I have heard of, on our Liturgy, Arti- 
cles, and Catechiſm, nor out of any book of devotions, 


nor Sermon by any Divine of note in the eſtabliſhed 
church. 


b ) 

If our divines exhort their hearers, to work out 
their own Salvation with Fear and Trembling, 
they tell them alſo for their encouragement, that it in 
God that worketh in them, both to will and to doiof 
his good pleaſure. . ** If St. PauL be in the right, 
“God's working with us by his Grace, is ſo fat 


from being a reaſon againſt working for ourſelves; 


that it is the greateſt Inducement to it, and lays us 
under the higheſt Obligation to give all e - 
ay make our Calling and Election ſure. 


= From whence-it is evident, that God does dor 
* ſo work in us, as to exclude our own: Care and In- 
* cuſtry; that is, he does not work irrefiſtibly ; For, 
* ſuppofing God to work irreſiſtibly, the wit of 
Man cannot make an Argument out of it for pri · 
vate Care and Diligence If God does every thing 
in us whether we will or no, what is left for us to 
* do? or what have we to fear and tremble for, when 
God alone has undertaken the whole care and bufis 


«© neſs 


SY WW) 


«© nefs of our Redemption? The work of the Spirit 
% upon the Hearts of the Faithful is to actuate and 
*/ inſpire them: but to perform what is good, is the 
* buſineſs of him who is actuated and inſpired. 


Vide Bp. SHERLOCKS Sermon, Vol. II. page 85. 


Page 22, Under your ſixth head, you mention, © the 
<* abſolute neceſſity of fervent and preſevering Prayer.” 
It muſt be owned. by all, that it would be well for 
every chriſtian, if the ſenſe of his wants and the expe- 
rience of his weakneſs drove him to ſeek by earneſt 
prayer relief of God. But before the higheſt. flights 
bf devotion are required, would it not be better to 
give encouragement to thoſe who may have too much 


neglected that holy duty, to try what they can do by 


the uſe of a book in prayer evening and morning, 
and to preſs them to frequent the church, not only on 
ſundays, but other days, as opportunity offers, and 
their neceſſary buſineſs will permit, and when there, 
to obſerve well the requeſt that is made to them by the 
miniſter, to accompany him with a pure heart, and hum- 
ble woice, unto the Throne of the heavenly Grace. And 
although God has warned us not to approach him 
- with our lips when our hearts are far from him, yet if 
we {ſincerely defire to be heard, we ſhould not be dil- 
couraged although we do not feel ourſelves ſo agitated, 
as one that is ſupplicating relief, under the ſharp pains 
#5, of bodily difttmper.” Thoſe feelings may depend 
much on our conſtitution, very good men may not 
often have them in any high. degree, nay lament thcit 
want of them. And why ſhould the weak, or new 
beginner, be diſcouraged by being taught that every 
prayer they offer up to God without thoſe ſtrong feel - 


an 45 ings 
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ings is worſe than nothing, or that they are mocking 


of God, and will have ſuch enen declared an abo- 
mination to him? | 


In this article of Prayer, you have laid nothing to. 
the charge of the Clergy, as teaching the people that, 
repeating @ prayer from a book night and morning, 
even without devotion in the heart, will be acceptable 
at the 'Throne of Grace, therefore where there is no 
accuſation, there needs no defence. But by your man- 
ner of mentioning prayer night and morning by a 
book, you do not ſcem to recommend it. If the heart. 
be right with God, ſure we may be heard, though our 
requeſt be made in the words of holy writ; or in pray- 
ers drawn up by pious Authors; if not, what ſhall be 


{aid for our excellent Liturgy, or for Latimer and 
1 Ridley. 


| | | 

, In your aplication to. thoſe who are living in known, 
0 or ſuſpected fins, you are not only earneſt for a refor- 
i mation of manners, but you give them every encou- 


4 ragement to hope for ſucceſs and acceptance that can 
mn de defired. You tell them, © though their crimes be 
if Wl © of the deepeſt dye, and moſt enormous magnitude; 
il. © though they are innumerable as the ſands on the 
d, “ fea ſhore, yet deſpair not, for the blood of. Jeſus 
ins “ Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin.--- Though they are vile 
* as Manaſſch, and filthy as Magdalen, yet if they 
come to Jeſus, he will in no wife caſt them out.“ 


More encouragement need not be given to a ſinner 
of ſo deep a dye. This is ſpeaking more comfortably 
than you did a little before, page 21, where you tell 
us, it is the Spirit's office to convince us of fin and ſhew 
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Ding onr miſery, it is likewiſe his office to lead us 70 
ri. And when you have made one aſk the 
« queſtion, have not I the ability to rely on Chriſt, 
« for pardon and eternal life? you anſwer,--- the 
ac very queſtion implies the moſt fatal ignorance of 
« God, his word, and the helpleſſneſs of man.” You 

then cry out, , remove mountains,--- ſtop the Sun in 
« his courſe,--- raiſe the dead to life, create a world, 
« and then think of believing with the heart unto 
25 Righteouſneſs, by a power of your own.--- It- requires 
« the exertion of Almighty power, to produce the 
&« leaſt degree of ſaving Faith.” 


* £4 
e ps 


— 


* 


— FH 2 
* | - 
* 2 % 


5 
4 
4 | 
—_ 
4s 
7 . 


But, notwithſtanding, you ſay, it requires the exer- 
tion of an Almighty power to produce the leaſt degree 
of ſaving Faith, yet you invite the profligate ſinner, to 
come to Jeſus, you call upon him to turn, before it 
be too late, to the Lord our God. 


And after giving ſome earneſt invitations to the ſin- 
ner from Scripture, you cry out, © Infinite condeſcen- 


% fion! Who is it that thus beſpeaks you? He whoſe 1 
« Laws you have broken, whoſe name you have diſho- e 
© noured, whoſe Goſpel you have deſpiſed.--- Shall in- d 
« ſulted Majeſty condecend to entreat, and entreat in pt 
40 vain ? * h n 1 

When you (turn to the ſelf. righteous Moraliſts, the « S 
& Phariſees of the preſent day.” You treat them as WW G 
if you had little hopes of their Salvation. To them WF _ — 


you ſay, © your regular attendace at church and ſacra- : 
<< ment, your daily repetition of a prayer at home, 
« with ſomething beſtowed now and then on the poor, I; 
« form a Righteouſneſs, the ſufficiency of which it W-- 


« ill 


ne, 


1 i 


1 


« will be deemed preſumptious to queſtion. On this 
(with an expectation that the merits of Chriſt will 
“ make up deficiences) you build your hope.--- You 


„ have taken pains, you have prepared yourſelves ; 


4“ for if a ſober, regular, induſtrious, well-ſpent life 
« will not give a man peace at the laſt, what can? If, 
my friends, this be all your religion, I muſt honeſtly 
« tell you, you muſt either ſeek a better, or perith for 
ever. I will ſuppoſe you are amiable in the fight 
e of men, and deſervedly reſpected; but remember 
that you are ſinners; ſinners condemned by the law 


of God, and juſtly expoſed to eternal wrath. To 
& this ſentence you have never cordially ſubmitted ; 
“ conſequently can never in carneſt have fled to the 
% Redeemer, who ſaves thoſe (and only thoſe) who 
te feel and acknowledge themſelves ready to periſh. 
« Your works not directed to the glory of God, nor 
« proceeding from a principle . Faith in Chriſt, are 
* only, glittering fins,” 


This is treating men, that are amiable to all appear- 
ance, and deſervedly reſpe&ed, as Mr. Whitfield uſed 
to do. Mr. Whitfield in his third Journal, P. 81, 82, 
gives the following account of Mr. Seward. I write 


„this, to ſhew how far a Man may go, and yet know 


“nothing of Jeſus Chriſt. Behold here was one (Mr. 
“ Seward) who conſtantly attend on the means of 
“Grace, exact in his Converſation, who gave much in 
« alms, was frequent in private Duties; and yet, till 
about fix Weeks ago, as deſtitute of any ſaving ex- 
« perimental knowledge of Jeſus Chrift, as thoſe on 
* whom his Name was never called, and who tilt fit 
© in Darkneſs and the ſhadow of Death.“ ae 


F 1 


cM 3 


J will not ſay that your picture of a,Phariſee of the 
preſent day, was copied from that of Mr. Seward by 
Mr. Whitfield, but the features are very like each og 
The truth is, that it has long been a Methodiſtical 
practice, to expoſe worthy men, to the utmoſt of their 
power, to all their followers. They firſt dreſs him out, 
as being exact in his moral conduct, no ſwearer, 
drunkard, defamer of men, but one who relieves the 
poor, is conſtant, at his devotions both in public and 
private, attends the table of the Lord, nay hopes for 
mercy, through the atoning blood of the Redeemer,--. 
but when they have worked up what the world calls 
the character of a good Chriſtian, behold all is vanity,-- 
there is a fly in the pot, or ſome ingredient left out of 
the compoſition which ſpoils the whole, and makes 
it worſe than what the world deems vile. But what 
this one thing is, that is to give life and virtue to the 
whole, muſt be left to a Methodiſt Teacher to explain, 
our Divines are not ſuppoſed to be in the fecret. This 
we may learn from Mr. Whitfield, as well as from you. 


In his third Journal page 75, he ſays, © it is moſt 
& notorious, that for. the moralizing iniquity of the 
cc . Prieſts, the Land mourns. We have preached and 
lived many fincere Perſons. out of our Communion. 
% have now. converſed with ſeveral of the beſt, of all 
« ,Denominations: many of them , ſolemnly proteſt, 
« that they ent from the Church. becauſe they could 
«. not find Food for their Souls: they ſtayed among 
c us, till they were ſtarved out. I know, this Decla- 
4 ration will expoſe me to the ill-will, not of all my 
« Brethren, but of all my indolent, earthly-minded, 
ce pleaſure-taking Brethren. But was I not to, ſpeak, 
« the very ſtones would cry out againſt them. Speak 


, „therefore 


wa 


e therefore I muſt, and will, and will not ſpare. God 

«© look to the Event. Whatever becomes of the Paſtors 
« who feed themſelves, and not the Flock, I have 
& born my Teſtimony, I have delivered my own ſoul.” 


Seward's Journal, page 15. * The Scribes and Pha- 
« yiſees of this Generation (I mean the learned Rabbi's 
« of the Church of England ) will perſecute the Preach- 
d © ers and followers of our Lord. Our Brother 
x WM © (Phitfield) expects to ſuffer many Things, to be ſet 
at nought by the Rabbi's of our Church, and per- 
1s WM © haps at laſt to be kill'd by them, page 71.” 


of * The Scarlot Whore of Babylon is not more corrupt, 
ez WM © either in Principle, or Practice, than the Church of 
ir England. 


2 A ſecond Letter againſt the Traytor Archbiſhop Til- 
. lotſon, page 45, Fudas ſold his Lord for thirty Pieces 
ou. Wl © of Silver: The Archbiſhop got a better Price, per- 
& haps thirty Bags of Gold or more ?” 


the Mr. Seward and Mr. Whitfield, out of their abun- 
nd dant charity for the Church, the Clergy, and thoſe they 
on, called Phariſees, you ſee, could uſe ſuch language as 
al MW would diſgrace a man of the meaneſt education, and 
oft, this they printed after their boaſted knowledge of Jeſus 
1 Chriſt, and their being in a juſtiſied ſtate. 


Afterwards Mr. Whitfield ſaw his error, and pub- 
lickly acknowledged it in a Letter to the Author of 
the Enthuſiaſm of Methodiſts and Papiſts compared. And 
I heartily wiſh that every one who brings ſuch railing 
accuſations, may as publickly recant them. 


But 
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But notwithſtanding they thus ſpeak of the Clergy 
of our Church, and the ſelf-righteous Moraliſts, the 
Phariſces of the preſent day, yet they have another 
manner of treating thoſe that are © as vile as Manaſſal 
ce and filthy as Magdalen,“ more eſpecially if theſe 
Manaſſahs and Magdalens will but follow them, and 
cry them up as the only Goſpel Miniſters, as thoſe 
who Preach the true Church of England Doctrine, 
according to the Liturgy, Articles and Homilies. In 
return for this, they ſhall have the moſt engaging 
promiſes in the Scripture laid before them, and be 
invited with honied words to taſte and fee how gracious 


the Lord is. 


In one thing however you out do not only Mr. 
Whitfield, but all I know, iz in your partial and 
corrupt- way of citing paſſages of Scripture, twice you 
have altered the ſenſe of our Lord's words in the 16 
Chapter of St. Marx, 16 Verſe, by leaving out 
and is Baptized. Page 16, preface, page 7. 


In page 3o, You have made very free with our 
LORU's words, in the 7 Chapter of St. Marx, 22, 23 
Verſes, You have made him ſay that he will condemn 
thoſe works at the laſt Day, that he has commanded 
to be done, and ſaid he will then approve of and re- 
ward, I will write your additions in one character, 
and our LORD's words in another. 


You may plead “ Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
& pheſied in thy Name, and in thy Name done many 
« wonderful things: vave we not kept thy Sabbaths and 
attended thy Sacraments: have we not fed the hungry, 
„ oifited the fick, and cloathed the naked 9 But the judge 


cc will 


% „ oa oa cms 4 ..& 1 


I 


4c will -anſwer, I never knew you. Your unhumble 
4e hearts rejefied that free Salvation I died to accompliſh, 
c depart from me, ye workers of iniquity.” 


If your religious principles are true, they need none 


of theſe artificial ways of adding to and ſubtratting 
from the word of God to ſupport them, arts like 
theſe: will diſgrace any cauſe. 


You have earneſtly requeſted your readers, to exae 
mine what you have advanced, by the word of God. 
I with every one who reads, or hears ſuch diſcourſes 
were qualified to examine them by that infallible 
ſtandard. But it is the lot of too many hearers and 


readers, to be no more able to underſtand the ſcrip- 


tures on controverted points, than the Ethiopian was, 
to know whether the Prophet ſpoke of himſelf, or of 
ſome other man, untill PRIII explained the matter 
to him. | 
It would be of great advantage to the unlearned in 
theſe curious points of divinity, if they firſt read ſome 
ood diſcourſes on our Catechiſm, ſuch as Archbiſhop 
Seckers. On the ſubjects of Juſtification, and ſaving 
Faith, I would recommend our two Homilies, that on 
Juſtification is ſtyled * of the Salvation of Mankind.” 
Thoſe two diſcourſes are very eaſy to be underſtood, 
and would expoſe the vanity of all Methodiſt Preachers, 
who make their boaſt, that the Homulies favour their 
fingularities, on thoſe ſubjects. 


As they generally boaft much of having our Litur- 
gy in their favour alſo, I would recommend our office 
for Baptiſm, and our writers on it, and the Catechiſm, 
for information of our Church's doctrine of Regene- 
ration 


(' 46 ) 


ration and the. Netw Birth, if they Mill doubt; ther to 
read Dr. nee ee on n. 


And Sir, 8 you adviſed your EAR to 2 
every Sermon and ,L they hear, by the infallible 
ſtandard of ſeriprure, it would then have been a proper 
time to have given a caution, to the ignorant, and 
unlearned in divinity, to beware of wreſting the ſerip- 
tures, either to their own deſtruction, or the wounding 
the reputations of others, it will be a great temptation 
to pride, to fit in judgment over their teachers, they 
may get into the ſeat of the ſcorner, L Inſtead of feed- 
ing the peoples pride and vanity, by inviting them to 
be triers of their teachers, it would be beſt to keep 
them in their own more humble ſituation of learners ; 
and whenever they doubt, charge them not to lean 
too much to their own underſtanding, eſpecially on 
fuch difficult matters in religion, as wiſe and good men 
have long diſputed about: and inſtead of cenſuring 
their Clergy, whenever they are at a loſs to underſtand 
any point in divinity, it would be better to adviſe 
with ſome learned Divine, that either from him, or 
ſome books he may recommend, ſatisfaction may be 
had, and in that way of duty apply to thoſe who are 
by God and the Law of our country appointed to 
inſtru& them.--- Sir, the liberty I have here taken, is 
no more than what you have invited me to,--- this 
Examination of your Sermon has, I truſt, proceeded 
upon the amiable principle of Chriſtian charity. 
My with has not been to offend, but to inform 
you, and to defend the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed 
Church from the harſh and unjuſt cenſures caſt upon 
n! in che courſe of your Sermon and Preface. 

LANCASTER,, 1786. 
N 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
To the READER 


XIX. Hovsman having aſſerted in the preface 


to his Sermon, that the peculiar Doctrines 
of the Goſpel which he infiſts upon in his Sermon, 


are | interwoven into every part of our Liturgy ; the 
writer of this Letter has alſo appealed to the Liturgy 
and that the reader might not have the trouble of 
looking out the different parts from references, he 
| has thought proper to tranſcribe ſuch paſſages as 
he wiſhes him to examine, whether they are con- 


fiſtent with Mr. H -s notions of Original Sin, 
Regeneration &c. 
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